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@ Six years of Kompak concentrated advertising and sell- 
ing effort has created a DEMAND for the STORAGE 
water heater. Now nearly every water heater manu- 
facturer is featuring the storage water heater. 


q@ But the with its dual thermostatic control is still in 
the lead. The Kompak has 7WO thermostats. One 
controls the temperature of the water, the other shuts off 
all Sas to the heater should the pilot go out. 


@ Storage water heaters WUST be provided 
with means to automatically shut off all gas 
should the pilot go out. 


THE KOMPAK CO. 


New Brunswick, N. J. 


C. B. BABCOCK, San Francisco 


Pacific Coast Representative 
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ould Merge New York City Gas Companies 


Public Service Commissioner Puts Out Political Propaganda 


Chairman William A. Prendergast, of the State 
Public Service Commission now in control of all New 
York City public utilities, with the exception of trans 
portation, in a speech he delivered at the convention 
of the Empire State Gas and Electric Association at 
Lake Placid, caused a sensation among the gasmen 
present by proposing a merger of all gas companies 
in Greater New York into one company with the city 


the big gas corporations. He said: “Any changes 
that may be contemplated will be futile unless they 
are supported by a satisfied public opinion, and the 
public is no longer satisfied with exclusively private 
management and control of rights which are its cifts 
to capital. and in which it considers that it should 
have a more important share than has heretofore been 
fhe time has arrived for some constructive 

effort to correct present 

conditions. ‘here is no 


enjoved. 





as a partner and a uni- 
form rate. 
The plan as outlined SSS eeeoo 


would clear the way for 
municipal ownership of 
all gas properties within 
the limits of the city. Mr. 
Prendergast did not, how- 
ever, advocate municipal 
operation 
Before this can he done, 
Mr. Prendergast said, 
there must be a guarantee 
of protection of all that is 


William A. Prendergast, Chair- 
man of the New York State Pub- 
lic Service Commission, in his 
speech at the annual meeting of | 


the Empire State Gas and Electric | 


= use in permitting their 
; continuance. if this 1s at- 
tempted, public disfavor 


will exhibit itself in de- 
| mands for more drastic 
| remedies. The principle 


of municipal operation 
has its main support in a 
| desire for a change, rather 
than in any inherent relief 
| in the efficacy of the prin- 
ll ciple itself. 


of real value in these ae —_ “Il am suggesting a 
properties. The construc- Association advocated municipal working partnership be- 
tive efforts, he said, + ‘ tween a unified gas cor- 
should have for its obiect ownership for New York City gas poration and the city. 
four import: -onsidera- . . There are precedents fc 
( Important considera | companies. He did exactly as Chere are precedents for 
tions, namely: this. It is not a new ex 
1. An uniformly ade- predicted in these columns a week periment. The exact ba 
quate and _= satisfactory sis for this partnership | 


service. 

2. Measures which will 
fairly protect all there is 
f the 


ago.—Editor. 


of genuine value in 





am not prepared to dis- 








present great 
in the 


3. Safeguards 


investment 
business 
for such additional 
may be necessary from time to time. 


gas 


investment as 


t. A management so regulated that the utmost 
economy of outlav will be secured, and in this wz 
the lowest possible price may be exacted from the 
consumer 

Mr. Prendergast emphasized the suspicious and 


unfriendly attitude of the public in New York City 
toward practically all of the public utility corpora 
tions, and also the fact that the people of the city at 


the present time are paying differs nN1 prices for gas t 


companies that are in many instances subsidiaries of 





cuss. definitely at this 
time, but will sav that in 
the recommendations. of 
the surpassingly able re- 
port of the Transit Com- 


nission issued on September 30 there is considerable 
suggestive matter that would apply to the gas com 
pany situation. On one point, however, I wish to be 
bsolutely specific at this time and sav tl the City 
of New York must have a positive voice and repré 


management of such an enterprise 
sanction would be required and this, I 
feel assured, could be obtained. 


sentation in the 


Legislative 


“Tam not suggesting municipal operations: on the 
contrary. I would deprecate it. For the city to h 
representation in an enterprise is one thing. For a 
city government to have the responsibility of con- 


Ave 
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ducting a great and intricate business is quite an- 
other. The political changes that take place in a city 
government absolutely preclude the possibility of 
successful municipal operation. Further. the city 
could not buy the companies outright, for it has not 
the credit for such a gigantic operation. But a plan 
could be evolved through which the city would grad- 
ually become the owner of the gas properties 

“The public has not forgotten and will not soon 
forget the distasteful revelations regarding the insur- 
ance companies, some trunk-line railroads, the so- 
called ‘beef trust’ and especially the local traction 
concerns. What has been shown respecting those in- 
stitutions has bred in the public mind a distrust of 
corporate management. 

“In a recent issue of a periodical devoted to the gas 
business I read an admonition to those in the business 
to more thoroughly control the character of the work- 
ers for the companies in order to avoid those irrita- 
tions with the public which are caused by uncivil 
and thoughtless employees 

“It is also true that the lowering of the quality of 
gas during the war, due although it was to war condi- 
tions, with no lowering of the price, was a source of 
great dissatisfaction to the people generally. There 
are a number of things which tend to confuse the av- 
erage gas consumer in the City of New York. One is 
the different rates charged by connected companies. 
In the Consolidated system some of the associated 
companies charge a rate less than that charged by 
the Consolidated, and owing to the peculiar system 
of gas distribution it frequently happens that meters 
belonging to different companies are connected to the 
same service pipe. Where such a condition exists, 
as, for example. where motors of the New Amsterdam 
Gas and the Consolidated Company get their supply 
of gas from the same service pipe. the users of these 
meters are charged different rates. 

“In that portion of the city served by the Brooklyn 
Union system, the conditions are not exactly similar 
as the subsidiaries of the Brooklyn Union do not 
serve customers in the Brooklyn Union territory 
proper. It is a matter of common knowledge that 
for purposes of operation the plants of the Consoli- 
dated system are considered as supporting units of 
the system and not as individual plants supplying a 
defined territory. 

“Similarly, all the gas sold by the subsidiaries of 
the Brooklyn "Union is produced at plants which de- 
liver their product to a common pool, from which it 
is delivered to the various ramifications of the system 
as a whole. It might be argued from this that the 
proper way to regard these companies is as a whole 
rather than individual corporate entities. 

“There is another feature which disturbs the aver- 
age applicant for gas service, that is the extension of 
mains. It is hard to convince the citizen that he is 
not entitled to be considered as part of the large gas 
system rather than a subdivision, particularly when 
he knows that the gas which he desires to use is pro- 
duced not for a particular isolated section but for the 
common use of the entire community. 

“To sum up the main point of this criticism, a man 
in one section of the city is paying $1.50 per thousand 
cubic feet, and in an adjacent neighborhood $1.35 
In the heart of Manhattan Borough ke pays $1.25 and 
$1.20; a little further away he pays $1.50. In a cer 
tain section in Breoklyn he is paving $1.10, in another 


$1.20. 


$1.20, 


In Queens Borough he pays in some places 
and in $1.25 75-cent service 
In Richmond Borough he also pays the lat- 

The consumer does not understand these 
seeming inconsistencies. 


another and a 
charge. 
ter rates. 
You do; but he is the cus- 
tomer, and the point is, are you going to have a 
pleased or displeased customer ? 

“It would have been impossible for public service 
corporations to have remained unaffected by the great 
forward movement in costs that was one of the direct 
results of a war that had influenced the status of the 
entire world. 


“Consequently, public utilities had to seek more 
measures of financial relief in the form of increased 
rates. That some increase in the rates would have 
been tolerated by the public I am inclined to believe, 
but that all that was assumed under the favoring de- 
cisions of the United States courts I am certain has 
never reconciled itself to the public mind. And here 
we find another and potent cause of public discon- 
tent. The seriousness of the condition of the gas 
business as a result of recent economic changes can- 
not be denied. The Gas Commission of the city of 
Philadelphia recently said: 

“*The high price of gas-making materials, particu- 
larly gas oil, has upset all predictions and expecta- 
tions. Some solution must be found, for the gas in- 
dustry cannot pay 10 cents to 14 cents for oil, and 
high prices for gas coal, unless some method is found 
for increasing the vield per unit of raw material used, 
or by some other means reducing the holder cost.’ 

“We have all realized that there has been a down- 
ward trend in prices for over a year, and the public 
considers, and rightly, that it should be the benefi- 
ciary of that tendency. In the face of this condition 
the people of New York City have resented the effort 
of some of the smaller gas companies to advance their 
rates during the past few months. It is true that the 
two largest companies have somewhat reduced their 
rates, but when, simultaneously with the reductions, 
small companies which are owned by these same 
large concerns, attempt to advance their prices the 
public is naturally skeptical of a system which pro- 
duces such contrary activities at the same moment.” 





Many Customers of “Pacific Service” Are 


Bondholders 

A striking illustration of the popularity achieved by 
public utility securities through what is known as the 
“customer ownership” plan is afforded by the Pacific 
Gas & Electric Company. 

Distribution of the company’s securities shows in 
crease of 443 per cent in number of stockholders since 
1914, when the customer-ownership plan first suggested 
by the company’s treasurer was adopted. The statement 
shows that the Pacific Gas & Electric Company had on 
Jan. 31, 1921, a total of 15,735 stockholders, 


12.837 


making an 
1914, 
on which date this company first adopted the so-called 


increase of or 443 per cent, since June 1, 


‘“customer-ownership” plan of selling first preferred 


stock directly to its consumers and others living within 


the territorv served by it. 
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Continuous Inventory of Fixed Capital 


The Importance in Every Activity of Such a Record 


Report of 1921 Committee, A. G. A.; Ernest Johnston, Chairman 


It is well, perhaps, to discuss at the start what is 
meant by a “continuous inventory of fixed capital” 
that all have in mind the same mental picture. The 
committee defines a continuous inventory of fixed 
capital as a record of the physical units of plant and 
property, in conjunction with the financial record of 
construction expenditures, kept in such detail as to 
set forth clearly the identity and location of each unit 
and of each item of cost 
thereof. It may be de- 


to determine the general attitude of the member com- 
panies respecting such an inventory, the extent to 
which it is already in use, and to assist the commit- 
tee in evolving, if possible, an economical and satis- 
factory routine which could be standardized, at least 
to some extent, for the purpose of the companies 

interested. 
The results of the canvass were disappointing in 
the information received 





as to the experience and 





scribed as a continuous 
record showing a com- 
plete description of each 
item of construction ex- 
penditure comparable 
with the ledger record of 
cost, and compiled with 
the same thoroughness. 
It should be in such form 


This is a report of a committee 


of the American Gas Association 


the forms and methods in 
use by the companies now 
maintaining such an in- 
ventory, but this was due 
chiefly to the fact that 
comparatively few com 
panies—approximately 11 
per cent of those replying 


‘ . —have actually in use a 

as to enable an engineer | of which Ernest Johnston, of continuous record in full 

to identify it readily with . . detail of their tangible 

the physical property. the Syracuse Lighting Company, property. These compa- 
Probablv 


e\ ery com- 
pany has this infermation 
now in one form or anoth- 
er, but it is largely buried 
in underlying records, and} 


New York, is chairman. 
be presented at the annua! meet- 


ing in Chicago, and undoubtedly 


nies appear to have adoept- 
ed the record in most in 
stances as a result of cap- 
italization cases to meet 
the requirements of the 


It will 


the ledger figures. while E : public regulatory bodies 
classified in detail as to will be the subject of a great deal in the issuance of securi- 
amounts, refer only to , P . ties, or in the cases of 
posting sources and _ not of discussion.—Editor. mergers, etc., where the 


to specific articles, with 
the result that to deter- 
mine the elements of cost 
included in a given tigure 








opening book figures of 
fixed capital were based 
upon an appraisal and the 




















reference must he made 
to the records of intermediate or original entry where 
the data appear in detail. 
A continuous inventory may originate with an 
analysis of the actual expenditures as shown by the 
books, verified with the physical property, resulting 
in an inventory in balance with the ledger fig 
fixed capital, or may originate with an inventory and 
appraisal made independently of the books of ac 
count. The former we believe the more 
method when it is possible, as it provides a detailed 
record of the property which may be used for all put 
poses involving original costs, and may also serve for 
f reproduction value by the application 


purpose S of re ( 
present prices It is doubtful, however. 1 the condi 


es oO 


F ; 1 
aesirabdle 


+ 
) 


tions and records make such an analysis possible in 
more than a comparatively few companies, and we 
believe the majority of companies must rely on the 


latter method. 

Pursuant to the plan of canvassing the industry 
setting forth the advantages of maintaining a con- 
tinuous inventory of fixed capital giving costs in de 
tail, letters were sent to gas companies of 1,000,000 


cu. ft. or more daily capacity requesting information 


continuous inventory has 
been adopted to keep the 
original valuation up to date. About 14 per cent of 
the companies making reply were either just com 
pleting or were having made an inventory or ap- 
praisal, or both, of their properties, while only a few 


expressed themselves as unfavorable to the plan, 
chiefly on the ground of the expense involved 
All Recognize Importance 
Phe reports indicated, however, that an over- 


whelming majority of the gas companies recognize 
the importance and advantages of such a record and 
it is evident that a large j 


number of companies art 
considet ney the n 


itter although 


they may not vet 
have reached the point of definite decision 


i 
i 
For this reason, 1t 18 felt that the 
particular importance at this time 


subject is one of 
and that there 1- 
opportunity for the association to render real 
to the industrv, by assisting, at least in a general 
way, companies desiring to benefit from the experi 
ence of others upon this important matter which is 
now claiming their attention, and it is therefore high 
lv desirable that a practical and satisfactory system 


SeETvice 
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be developed, one which can be easily understood, so as to the promptness in making entry on the book 
that the companies interested can avail themselves  concu ntly with the actual taking out of use of the 
of it and save themselves unnecessary expense in the physical unit. 
work of maintaining it he continuous inventory may further be of great 
In this period of numerous adjustments in gas rate lue in the determination of insurance valuations, 
the country over, which must continue until price SOl companies reported its installation to have 
evels ve stab ed the reproduction or present val been ide for this purpose 
uc ompany s property comes to the foreground here are als ep by t I 
. n clement n he establishmet I " 1 State thorities sucl mw = ( po i! 
| ) that valu 1 nd ant l Hort t he Publie S ‘ SSl¢ l 
success Sie ore tl streng C1 } ‘ ~ tiie \\ \ ] Stat d dk ub ss Orts 
before a co ssion or the courts, and also mav save er States equiring not o1 tatemen 
n ths ¢ ettort nd ens In the letert ot structi but ls details ties a 
a rate Furth re, Vi ink we are not going to t e pre itio1 whicl tual] 
far \\ Say tl t e very < stence of sucl : Fes rd the f le the Sat 11 t101 a BS <7 
- t | mmplete and accurate as to its detail 1 t] ) led for the continu tory 
n large measure eliminate from the questions t 
be litigated the value of the tangible property. Cet Will Eventually Prove Economical 
ta the ad es ¢ e continuous inventory 
conn n with a rate e are obvious S object have been di the t 
c, riw auch @ rec a eS Sens ay See , entory on account of the exper sived Ones 
pose for which proof of a con . stment moplote entory 1s vilabl wever, we be 
necessar\ In an application for the issuance of sé e it will prove more econom: over a period of 
curities, for instance, where evide1 of the actua vears than the large expenditures necessary in the 
construction mav be required by the St commis | epara m of valuations at recurrin intervals, « 
sions befor approving the issue, the continuous 1n- ‘ nmore ec ) cal than the re t ota rhe 
ventory not only supplies such evidence but does so valuation, without anv consideration whatever bein: 
in a convincing manner. It enables the examining given to the elapsed time of making such a valuation 
engineers to visualize at once the company’s con How many companies represented here have had in 
struction during the period under review. which ventories or appraisals made f ne purpose « 
otherwise may be identified onlv after slow and t Cicer m 7 lost 1 rs. which have been large] 
dious analysis of the ledger accounts of ccnstruction. d¢@iscarded as far as present use is concerned. with the 
In this respect alone the committee feels that a cor result that a complete new inventory would now be 
tinuous inventory is an invaluable record necessary to serve present necds? 
The experience of those companies which have 


Helpful in Withdrawals 


evident in 
writing of Wt 


Likewise, its advantages ar¢ 
inforniation in 
the books 


connection wit! 


retired from service We all 


‘taining « 


nroperty 


know the difficulties of asc: 


I I Tres S 
of provertyv withdrawn The major item of a witl 
drawal—the machine or piece of ) ' 
ma be easily locate lint e comna S y lc 
it is the cost of installation, connecti or sp 
ittachi ts which have been added, ete., that is dif 
ficult of identification | probably ¢ account 
office ere can look hack and recall to mind « — 
tures i! nection with retirements ( n “| 
neers : t | 1 co ( subse if 
in ' ati } = awn tt ect + ; ] 
ke r <O1 yt ft T¢ ~ T r T f 1 < 

“steers o. the diff eae “alee ga 

th, , pam 9 ett , ist 
( t i rtments t re t withe ~ 
iT rt ecne 1] } ’ { f 07 

Ite m inh Here sain the co . i ‘ini 
( tilized t ereat advantage 1 checkin uy 
' th< rot eX1 1 a iT) tiie ind ¢ : 
ment to determine if propert shown the bool 
has gone out of service 

The correctness of a company s withdrawals 
equal in importance to the correctness of its addi 


tions to its fixed capital. In a recent case of one of 
the member gas companies the examiners of the pub 
lic authorities, in connection with their examination 
of the property accounts, scrutinized 
searchingly every withdrawal made in a period of 
fifteen years, both as to its correctness in amount and 


company’s 


inventory leads the 


adopted the continuous 
] 


that the difficulties of maintaining thi 


record are more apparent than real, and that the ex 
rence of keeping the inventery, after it has been 
tarted. may become a comparativel ll item 
n it S pl rp ¢ CO-¢ di ed Ww t} the CC t oY 
I the | 1 ~( It has b l TOU! 1 t] ( ) { 
ot I ot the la cr Ch TRADI E t! t tl Vv € | 
cost of this worl not more than three f I 
lred dollars 
On \\ rt ht ay re¢ 1 nd 1 ( 
Tt? ) 1 r 1 hee nd ] 1 
| t f owed 1 ] | 
ch t he 2 | t] tit 
+ ] ( + + ’ 
tion—than accounti f = ii 
ira { 1 to b dantable te ( } 
It 1 ove 1 lacteahle ¢ : 
7 ’ + r inde 1, +] yt +1 + | 
rT ‘ gc oO \"\ } ae ) 
t1< yITtTys c + \\ } + +-1] A 
company ma yn tl ( bilit f } 
1, , ( ted ' v6tained } y court 
1 T \ e( that the aT) lhe 
ere * ae aa Home when 24 | pies ,¢ 
al nurnose demandi1 nek of Gaak anes, 
It may doubt the advantages of a continuous record 


which isa combinatio 1 of an appr luation and 
14 


aaitions based on cost, and belic ves th it t] e useful] 


of the 


ness appraisal value is lost as soon as price 
levels have changed. Also a company may not ap- 


(Continued on page 348.) 
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The Value of Written Records in Connection 
With Valuations 


A Splendid Description of a System That Is in Use 


By R. E. CROSSMAN 


The system herein described for controlling and 
accounting for all construction and maintenance work 
in a public utility whose properties are scattered over 
a wide territory, is designed to unify and correlate 
all such work and records, and to: 


Give to the Management: 
Strict control over all expenditures and prompt, ac 
curate and direct knowl 


only possible means of arriving at values, due to lack of 
wiitten records, However, the fact that estimated val- 
ues were used heretofore is no excuse for attempting 
to continue along that line, but every reasonable eftort 
hould be made to obtain data for valuation purposes 
which will be thoroughly acceptable to regulatory bodies 
as well as to the utilitv involved. Estimated values and 
quantities once having been established to the satisfac 

tion of both utility and con- 








edge of results accom- ~ 
plished and the actual | 
costs of all jobs. ; 


Give to the Division Man 
ager or Superintendent: 
A thorough- going 
means of directing the 
activities of all foremen 
and workmen, fixing in 
dividual responsibility 
for every job, obtaining 
accurate costs, and elim- 
inating carelessness and 
inefficiency. 
Gwe to the Enaineer of the 
Company: 

Control of standards 
ot engineering and 
workmanship, and exaci 
knowledge ot 


referred to. 


compara | 
tive costs ot all struc- 
tures and uniis of equip Editor 


ment as a basis for esti 
mating future work. 


Give to the Valuation Fu 





It is unfortunate that space limi- 
tations prevent the reproduction in 
these columns of the various forms 
But they are so accu- 
rately described that we believe the 
reader will be able to check the 
statements made. And, by the way, 
we are delighted to be able to pre- 


sent this article at this time.— 


sumer, it is incumbent up- 
on the utility to establish 
accurate records which will 
be acceptable to regulatory 
bodies for proving addi- 
tional capital invested. 


Importance of Valuable 
| Records 


All companies have some 
record of their properties 
| but they are not written for 
|| valuation purposes and in 

many cases are of little or 

nu value from that stand- 

point. This condition, then, 

leads to the necessity for 

win’ records in a man- 

ner suitable for valuation 

|} purposes as well as for his 
torical purposes. 

To the end of formulat- 
ing such a plan, forms have 
| been prepared covering 











gineer: 
Actual costs ot ali 

units of properties, so arranged as to tie in with the 

system of valuation, and establish beyond question all 
additional capital investments, properly classified for 
use in connection with rate investigations, et 

Give to the Financial Department: 

\ll the data required for accounting and auditing 

purposes arranged in the most convenient form 


he system should therefore be of interest to men en 


ga red in all branches of the utilitv busines is de 
signed to break down the tendency of any branch of the 
company to keep its records and manage its affa 
manner more or less independent of the other branche 
and to tie together all departments and all act! ities si 
that each unit of the organization will work most effe 
tively for the interests of the company as a whole 

lo point out the necessity for such a syste: 7 
ords. I need only to draw attention to early valuations of 
public utilities. The history of early valuations is cro) d 

the 


ed with estimated quantities and costs, this heing 
*Paper read at annual meeting of Pacific Coast Gas Asso 
ciation, 1921. 


records serving two pur- 
poses—-historic and valua 
forms have been prepared to record the 
work done in such a manner as to be of service without 
any additional cost to keep such records. 


tion. These 


In many cases 
luplication has been eliminated, effecting a saving. They 
re planned particularly to enable accurate recording of 

underground structures and to keep a cost of units of 
juipment installed 


lhe \ ork orders about té he des ‘ribed ire 
7 
+ and Out la 
Used for the purpose of setting and removing 


Ipplications for Appropriation 


Estimates for authorizine expenditures 
Miate-I ine U’ork Oedeee: 

Instructions to the foreman to proceed with the 
work of laving mains as well as his report f the 
work done. 

Cas. Cronice Cudave: 
For the installation of services. 
Viscellaneous Work or Complaint Taq: 
To cover miscellaneous small jobs not provided for 


on anv other special form 
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D and C (Delivery and Charge) Tag: 
For the purposes of doing work on private prop 
erty for which consumer pays outright. 
Cost or Journal | ouchers: 
Issued by accounting departments to provide a rec- 
ord of cost on all jobs. 


Taking the tags one at a time, we will analvze their 
values: 


Set and Out Tags 


For convenience, these tags have heen prepared in 
pad form. The blanks and spacing is self-explanatory. 
For office convenience the tags have been numbered con 
secutively by the printer, the job number remaining 
blank to be used as herein explained. 

The feature of this tag is the monthly job order sys 
tem which enables the accounting department to keep 
cost of “sets and outs.” For valuation purposes it is, of 
course, necessary to know the cost of setting meters at 
new locations, viz., original sets. The operation is as 
follows: 

Two job numbers are assigned each month: One to 
care for meters set at new locations; the other for me- 
ters set at old loeations, outs, changes, closings, locks 
and unlocks. These job numbers are assigned by an 
office designated and are forwarded to the superinten- 
dent of meter department, with copies to clerks issuing 
the tags and to accounting department. 

The clerk issuing set and out tags indicates the job 
number for the month in space provided, depending up- 
m the class of work to be done on such tag and the 
meterman charges his time on timecard to that number. 
\t the end of each month the superintendent of meter 
department notes the number of meters set at new loca- 
tions during the month upon the original work order 
issued to him at the first of the month and forwards 
same to accounting department. The distribution of 
labor payroll will show labor cost of this class of work 
and the average cost can be found. Size of meters set 
should be shown on original order by superintendent of 
meter department, so that adjustment of costs could be 
made from month to month. Any extremely large in 
stallation shall be reported by superintendent of meter 
department on his complete work order, showing size 
of meters set, hours required, etc. 

Concerning the material used, it is not considered ad 
visable to enter into an elaborate and expensive svstem 
of cost accounting where for valuation purposes the 
average bill of material used in connecting up meters is 
available at all times. 


Construction Work 


\n appropriation from a governing bod, 
be secured before contractors’ 


must firs’ 
work begins, and as the 
various utilities differ in amounts to be expended under 
certain conditions and for different types of construc 
tion, I desire to explain the use of various forms which 
could be applied to any specified amounts. 


General Manager’s Authorization 


Known in this case as a general manager’s authoriz: 
tion may be used for expenditure of large amounts, say, 
for over $500. The number of the authorization to be 
assigned by the general manager’s office and the work to 


be done by local offices, charging all expenditures in 
connection with the work to the general manager’s au- 
thorization number. Local office in turn charges head 
office through a system of debits and credits bv item 
number 


Voucher System 


A voucher system is used for reporting to head office 
actual charges against the authorization. Upon com 
pletion of the work, the head office summarizes costs 
and forwards report to local office prosecuting the work 
for checking to ascertain if all debits and credits as oc 
curred, are complete. 

By this method large construction jobs are kept under 
close observance of general office at all times. 

The method of issuing debit and credit vouchers is as 
hereinafter explained under “Cost Voucher.” 


Authorization for Construction Work 


A form is used that provides for authorization for 
construction work between head office and local offices. 
Covers all work cost of which is estimated between cer 
tain amounts, say between $250 and $500. ‘The feature 
of this blank is the cost voucher which is printed on 
reverse. This cost voucher of voucher here 
inafter explained 


is a COp\ 


Division Manager’s Order 


Its purpose is to provide combined authority and work 
order for miscellaneous construction work about plant 
or buildings where the cost is upon to the amount of 
head authority, say, $250. The cost voucher 
printed on reverse is an added feature of this form also 


( iftice 


Maintenan-e, Repair or Replacement Estimate 
This is provided to carry authority from head office 
to local offices for maintenance repair or replacement 
costing over an agreed amount, sav. $100. Cost vouch 
ers are provided for such estimates by local offices upon 
completion of the work. 

These four forms illustrate the method of authorizing 
local offices and workmen to proceed with the work 

This accomplished, it becomes necessary to issue local 
the workmen, which will be understood 
iffice, in order that the ulti 
mite purpose of our efforts may be fulfilled 


work orders te 
bv the workmen °s well as 


In Cases of Main-Line Extension Work 


Upon receipt of : uthority to pre ceed, the local super 
intendent will issue “work Instructions are to 
be typed in the upper half of the order 
showing proposed extension will appear in lower half 
On reverse and at the bottom of work order, i 
provided for work order number, dates, etc 


ordet 
while sketch 
space 
The num 
her on the bottom of sheets has been arranged for con 
venience when filing in Shannon files 
Manager’s, Superintendent’s and Accountant’s Copy 
To be used for office purposes. ne or more impres 
; required to suit local condi 
tions) will be taken on this form at the same time the 
orizinal white sheet is typed. 


sions (as monv as may be 
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Foreman will report work actually done, filling in all 


spaces of the work order or blanking out where no work 
was done of classes shown; i. e., if no drips or valves 
were installed then the space opposite “valve or drips” 
should be blanked out by pencil mark to indicate that 
foreman did not omit entering location when filling out 
blank, etc., ete. 

The space providing for the sketch has been dotted 
in, to allow sketch to be drawn over the lines in cases 
where extensions are made in curved streets; where on 
straight streets dotted lines should be penciled in heavy. 

In “reference blank” all debit and credit requisitions 
together with local purchase order, car fares and mis- 
cellaneous expense must be shown. This for accountant 
to check against before closing ‘“‘cost voucher,” to be 
certain that all charges and credits are in. 

The forms have been arranged to provide for exten- 
sions of main on three different streets. If more streets 
are involved on one job, another sheet with same job 
number shall be issued. 

With these forms properly filled out it is a very easy 
matter for office or a traveling draughtsman to enter on 
maps and statistics the work actually done. 


Gas-Service Order 


These blanks are made in book form, 100 to the book, 
with stubs in the book. Each order, when issued. is 
torn from the book on perforated line, and after ser- 
vice has been run and the service order blank has com- 
pleted its journey through the necessary office routine, 
it is returned to the construction office where it started 
and is pasted back into book on stub bearing same 
number. 

A book entry or card system showing name of appli 
cant address, size of service, etc., should, of course. be 
maintained to give service to the public for inquiry as 
to status of applications. 

The gas-service order is to be used for installing com 
pany-owned service from main to meter location, in 
cluding riser. It is of such shape as to be easily dis 
tinguishable from all other type of work order. Besides 
being a record for historical mapping purposes, etc.. it 
serves combined use of being its own cost voucher. The 
material used in running service is to be listed by fore 
man and priced by stock clerk. The labor is shown by 


foreman as davs worked, hours and rate of pay. The 
cost is extended in money column in office. This ts 
checked against payroll distribution. Such a record on 
face of each service order would be valuable when 
tracing original cost of units. 
Miscellaneous Tag 
All offices require a miscellaneous tag to cover all 


classes of work not especially provided for. This form 


is for that purpose and expenditures are limited to $100. 
. I i : . - 
Maintenance work only to be done on this form 


Delivery and Charge Tag 


Used for doing work on consumer’s premises for 
which consumer pays outright. It is of odd size easily 
distinguished from all other type of work order. No 
capital charges are to be made in connection with this 
tag, and its odd size and name prevents any possibility 
of becoming involved in any of the company capital. 








Cost Voucher 


Upon the proper issuance of this voucher depends 
All 


efforts in office and in field would be in vain 1f ‘the cost 


the real value of the entire system of our efforts. 


voucher which reports the job as actually occurred, is 
not absolutely correct. 

Each othce would necessarily be required to arrange 
the details of handling matters pertaining to this form 
but the outstanding features are as follows: 

In order to prevent congestion in the office at any one 
time during the month the daily requisitions, both debit 
and credit, should be priced by “stock clerk” and passed 
to “cost-voucher clerk,” who has already opened a cost 
voucher for the job upon receipt of accountant’s copy 
ot 


“cost 


the work order. Cost-voucher clerk will type on 


voucher” the requisition number, quantity, ar- 
ticle, unit price and cost. Total cost of material on each 
requisition, “account number” and “segregation to ac 
counts” to show in columns provided. 


Labor item to show total hours and cost in dollars 


and cents. This to come from labor payrolls as made 
by timekeeper. 

At the end of each month the cost-voucher clerk is to 
total each cost voucher in pencil only and balance with 
“materials and supplies” and labor payrolls. The pen- 
cil figures are to be allowed to remain and after the end 
of each job all debits and credits are complete after ref- 
erence to foreman’s original copy, the total is to be 
typed in and as many copies made as may be necessary 
and passed along to manager, superintendent, etc. 

After work orders have completed their journey 
through the various offices they are returned to the 
physical department, where they are filed in fireproof 
cabinets for permanent record. 

Inventoried quantities having previously been estab- 
lished, each work order is tabulated on specially pro- 
vided sheets and brought forward from month to month. 
By this method we are able to know each month in 
stalled quantities as well as values. 

To enable local offices to keep their records in a man 
ner suitable for the purposes as outlined it is, of course 
necessary to inspect and assist the local offices in this 
matter. The man to do this work must necessarily be 
a combination accountant and pipefitter and one who is 
thoroughly familiar with the purposes of such a records 

The foreman’s completed work order has been ar- 
ranged to enable any one to study costs on a unit basis. 
By keeping cost voucher over a period of time and get- 
ting a reasonable performance from which te draw con 
clusions, unit costs could be worked up from the form 
presented for pricing valuations on the reproduction 
This is so with reference to 
order and all other tvpe of work covered by the work 
orders. 

For companies operating in many towns a detailed 
svstem has great value in that original reports may be 
forwarded to a central office for the study of costs, thu 
obviating the necessity of an expensive system of having 
field parties travel in the various towns to secure this 
information. 

The idea of providing detailed actual costs on reverse 
of estimates is to assist controlling of ice to draw com 
parisons of costs in various localities and to draw eff 


ciency charts for distribution among those in charge 


basis. sets and outs service 
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Mechanical Cost Accounting 


Some of the Many Advantages to Be Obtained 


By C. W. PLATT 


It should not be necessary te urge to public utility 
men the necessity for a well organized cost bureau in 
every utility. It is taken for granted that every man has 
frequent recourse to the cost analyses of his department 
of the business, and by the study of such analyses is 
better able to perform his own duties, whether they be 
operating, selling, financing or otherwise. A good ac- 
counting staff is like the lubricating oil of an engine. It 
may be non-productive, but it pays to use a good grade. 

Almost any kind of a record is good enough to file 
away on the dust-gathering shelf of your vault, but the 
record that will save you money is the one that enables 
your operating man to know clearly and promptly what 
it has cost him to operate. This he should know from 
day to day, and in such form that operating inefficiencies 
may be detected and eliminated. 

Property costs are, of course, imperative, and a cost 
system which does not find its ultimate result in the 
compilation of a continuous inventory of fixed capital 
leaves half the task unfinished. A company which does 
not know, and cannot with facility demonstrate, the 
nature and value of its operating capital is helpless in its 
own defense at times of rate fixing. 

This article is of necessity an abridgment of the sub- 
ject of cost keeping and deals only with a few features 
wherein certain machine operations have been used to 
advantage. The discussion will consider the origin and 
distribution of direct charges. 


Origin 


Time tickets are originated by the several bureaus of 
the operating and construction departments. These are 
made in duplicate. They are completed in every detail 
by the clerks in the several bureaus, showing thereon 
the name and number of the employee, date, brief de- 
scription of the work, the number of hours charged to 
each account and job order worked upon, and the 
amount of charge therefor. The original is sent to the 
paymaster who verifies the rate of pay and total amount 
before crediting the employee’s account. The duplicate 
is sent to the cost bureau. 

No section 
is used to record charges to more than one primary ac 
count, although more than one job order may be re 
corded therein, if under the same account. The dupli 
‘ate tickets are printed on heavy paper and upon being 


This time ticket is arranged in sections. 


re¢ eived hy the cost bureau the sections or coupons are 
cut and sorted by accounts 


Storeroom requisitions f¢ 


r materials chargeable to 
not more than one account are drawn in triplicate. All 
three copies are numbered by the storekeeper and the 
triplicate returned to the workman. The original and 
duplicate are forwarded to the store’s accountants, 
where both copies are priced, the original retained and 
the duplicate sent to the cost bureau. 

Cartage or delivery tickets, each covering charges to 
not more than one account, are forwarded direct to the 
ost bureau, where the schedule of rates is applied to the 


units of service rendered. i. e., miles, hours, or tonnage. 


Distribution 


The next step is the distribution or recapitulation of 
the above tickets to primary accounts. This is done 
with the aid of an adding machine equipped with two 
counting mechanisms and having keys to register the 
date and reference number of the entry. Each group of 
charges is taken up separately. A distribution sheet is 
prepared for each account. These sheets are bound in 
an end-lock binder and, during the posting operation, are 
released and set in a posting trav. The advantage of 
having the tickets to be distributed arranged by ac- 
counts is now plain. Payroll, supplies and cartage are 
posted and proved separately. Each is handled in the 
following manner: The date, ticket number references 
and amounts are listed and as each account is com 
pleted the total of the day’s postings therein is drawn 
down on the first counter of the machine, which is auto- 
matically cleared to the second counter or grand total- 
izer. By repeating the daily total for each account and 
picking up the cumulative total for the preceding days 
it is possible to keep an accumulated total for each ac- 
count so that when the last day’s work is added the 
monthly distribution is complete and ready to be trans- 
ferred to the general ledgers 

The next step is the distribution to secondary ac- 
counts; 1. e., construction and job orders. 
kept on sheets. 


The record is 
These are bound in an end binder to 
facilitate their handling during the operation of posting. 
The posting is done on a typewriter with columnar and 
total adder attachments. By this means the daily post- 
ings are proved, and the “proof” column reflects the 
total posted on each order. 

There is unquestionable merit in a method, like the 
above, where the proof of postings is obtained as the 
entries are made. That the records are more legible 
than by pen entry is obvious 
strated that 
also results 


Experience has demon- 
an appreciable saving of time and expense 


Gas Mask No Protection 

A recent death of a man by asphyxiation, wearing an 
army gas mask has elicited the following statement from 
F. A. Tewksbury, supervisor of safetv. and Dr. Sher- 
man Williams. surgeon of the Denver Gas & Flectric 
Company : 

“The gas designed to give protection 
against certain definite chemical elements, and the chem- 
ical substance in the army mask will react onlv to cer- 
tain other elements which are generally used in produc- 
ing warfare gas. 


ma k was 


“It is positively inactive against the chemical elements 


contained in citv illuminating gas, natural gas, ammonia 


fumes, etc 


The wearer of 1n army gas mask in an 
atmosphere of gas to which the chemical of the mask 


is inactive will hecome asphyxiated just as quickly and 


effectively as if he did not wear the mask.” 

All of which suggests to us that if we know in ad 
vance that gas is present we should only proceed when 
properly schooled and equipped. 
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Another Political Scheme 


I xactly as predicted in these columns a week ago the 
Public Service Commission of New York State has ad- 
vanced a municipal ownership proposition that it is ex- 
pected they will attempt to jam through regardless of 


the rights of individual companies and stockholders 
The plan as outlined by Chairman Prendergast of the 
commission is given in his own words in another section 
of this issue but it follows closely along the lines that 
the JourNAL predicted it would. 

There can be no doubt that the intention is municipal 
ownership, and eventually municipal ownership, even 
though Mr. Prendergast insists that he is dead against 
this latter proposition. But Mr. Prendergast will not 
always be chairman of the Public Service Commission, 
and it may be that those who followed him would not 
have the same ideas and the result would be that gas 
companies would be operated by the City of New York 
and there could only be one result. The executive posi 
tions which require years of training would be regarded 
as political plums to be handed out to the faithful and 
the service that is so yital would dwindle until it prob 
ably would result in disaster. 

We must admit that the scheme under which Mr. 
Prendergast proposes to operate is clever and actually 
means more than he says. But there is this to be said 


about it: 


This is the season of the year when those who 
are connected with politics are apt to bring forward 
schemes that are designed (ostensiblv) to overcome all 
of the ills that result from domination by the oppost 
tion party. That is to say, it is just before electi 

Now we are frank to admit that there is room for im 
provement in the operation of most any gas company. 
But that doesn’t mean that those who are operating 
them are not constantly striving for perfection. We ar 
all human and make mistakes, but the mistakes that are 
made by gas companies are not by any manner of m« 
done with intention. On the contrary, it can he said 
th: ft they are the result of overzealoust ess In other 
words they are caused by the very great desire to prove 
of real service. Can anyone possibly imagine such a 


condition under political ownership, for that is what the 
plan as outlined by Prendergast sums up to. 


[In fact, we believe the whole idea so ridiculous that 
it will not receive serious attention from the public but 
will simply be laughed at This applies also to the 
lransit Commission's pl n We wonder if the public 
has so soon forgotten the experiences that we have had 
with the railroads. Can the reader conceive what would 


be the condition of the great lines of transportation had 
vned the roads? Well just 
York City Hlere we 


under this plan of Miller’s commission o 


the Government « reverse 


the situation in N« would have 
nership firs‘ 
that would be followed by operation, 

We would like to 
and his Don’t monkey with some- 
thing that you know nothing about. 


vive a word of advice to Mr. Pren 
dergast associates: 
You are apt to bite 
off more than you can chew and even the faithful will 
turn from vou. The gas service that is rendered to the 
Citv of New York, as a whole is as near perfect as it is 
humanly possible to make it. Do you think it would be 
We doubt it 


You will do much better if you will continue to hold 


under your pet scheme? 


your hearings at your comfortably furnished headquar 
ters and keep away from gas plants. 
in any sense of the word. 


They are not toys 


The Future of the Industry 
What the hold 


That is a question that many men are seriously debating 


does future for the gas industry? 


at the present time, for many are making their plans for 
the coming vears. The only guide that is offered is what 
has taken place in the past. During the past few years 
the consumption of gas has increased remarkably and 
it is a fair assumption that the coming years will offer 
as great an increase, for more and more people are turn 
ing to gas not only for domestic use but for industrial 


purposes. This means that new uses constantly are 


springing up for ga 


gas, and it means that gas, already rec- 


ognized as a most economical fuel, will replace many 
other materials now in 


With this additi 


use. 

onal demand it stands to reason that 
ind will offer ereater oppor 
tunities for devel 


opment to the man who has fought his 


way through the ranks to commanding positions. It 


1 ° ° Py 
als otters ‘7 nceentive tor ¢ 


and hustle. 
Of course. 


vears depends on the attitude of the regulatory bodies 


young man to get ouf 


uch of the development of the coming 


If the industrv is to be cramped by needless regulations 
or if men are to see torn down in one year what it has 
taken a lifetime to build there is going to be stagnation. 
But we believe that while it may be necessary for some 
companies to be sacrificed to the political fallacies of 
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certain men that this condition will right itself when 
public opinion once more dominates and refuses to al- 
low gas companies to be made a political stepping stone. 

When that period has passed, and it is bound to pass, 
then the gas industry will grow as it never has grown 
and it will offer rewards to the fighter that will well 
justify any effort on his part to overcome the obstacles 
that stand in the way. 

It is a remarkable thing that the gas industry has at- 
tracted the extremely intelligent group that it has 
brought together. But fascination 
about it that holds even when it is the period of greatest 
stress. It can safely be said that the gas industry offers 
a splendid future for all who are serious in their efferts. 


there is a certain 


Continnous Inventory of Fixed Capital 
(Continued from page 342.) 
prove of establishing a continuous inventory with 
values showing a wide discrepancy from the book 
figures of fixed capital. 

‘These suggestions are made not with the idea of 
discouraging companies from the application of val- 
ues to an inventory originating with an appraisal, 
for there are doubtless many cases whcre such an in- 
ventory would render a distinct service, but rather 
to indicate the many problems of policy depending 
upon conditions individual with each company which 
must be considered before it is possible to arrive at 
any general conclusions 

There are also many points worthy of considera- 
tion relating to the practices to be followed in main- 
taining an inventory, in regard to which there ap 
pears to be no accepted standard, such as: 

To what extent should the details be carried? 
Should the separate identity be kept of small items of 
plant? To what extent should piping and connec- 
tions be classified? Should labor costs be allocated 
to each individual piece of apparatus? Should lia- 
bility insurance applicable to construction labor be 
distributed to the individual units? To what extent 
should overheads be included? In the event of re- 
tirements, how should these overheads be treated? 
On what basis should labor of installation be cred- 
ited, in connection with a portion of an installation 
being withdrawn? 

We could go on further with such questions, all 
bearing on the practices and forms which might be 
recommended for a continuous inventory, but these 
can best be brought out in the discussion which it is 
expected will follow the pres ntation of this report 

The committee has found it impossible within the 
time available to cover in a sufficiently comprehensive 
manner the widely conditions existing in 
different companies, to enable it to draw conclusions 
at this time promulgating a 


mav be 1 


diversified 


standard routine which 
It strongly urges upon the 
adoption of a continuous 
inventory, in whatever form it may be maintained 
a record of the tangible property, 
prove'as useful and essential in respect of the physic 
ord in f 
larger \ 
times when an inventory or an appraisal! of the prop 
erties may be required; and it further recommends 
that a committee be appointed for the continuation 


recommended 

companies. however, the 
which record wil 
wnits as the ledger rec + 


which may obviate 


respect of cost: an 
expenditures and delav a 


I 
I 
t 


of this work, to study present installations through 
personal investigation, if necessary, with the object, 

l‘irst—of ascertaining to what extent standards 
may be adopted in each of the various plans fol- 
lowed in the preparation of continuous inventories 
(i. e., based on original cost, based on appraisals, 
etc.), and 

Second—of determining the most economical and 
effective methods of maintaining the same and mak- 
ing report in detail of the forms and routine which 
may be most adaptible to each plan. 





Many Gasmen at Steel Treaters’ Convention 


The third annual convention and exhibition of the 
American Society for Steel Treating, held at Indian- 
apolis, Ind, was a great success, according to large 
number of exhibitors. The exhibition was held in the 
manufacturers’ building at the State Fair grounds and 
included a very extensive display of heat-treating equip- 
ment, especially gas, oil and electric furnaces, burners, 
blowers and compressors, as well as insulating materials 
and refractories. The furnaces were all shown in op- 
eration and ranged from small laboratory furnaces to 
the heavy duty industrial type furnaces for heat treat- 
ing and other processes. 

Among the eighty-two papers presented during the 
five-day session, the following will be of value and in- 
terest to all gasmen. The papers will soon appear in 
the “Transactions of the American Society for Steel 
Treating” and will very likely be reprinted elsewhere: 

“Gas Accessories for the Heat-Treating Room,” by 
J. Weever Smith. industrial engineer, Citizens Gas Com- 
pany, Indianapolis, Ind. 

“Tligh-Pressure Gas and Its Application to Industrial 
l-urnaces,” by F. J. Evans, sales engineer, Surface Com- 
bustion Company. 

“Construction of Furnace Doors, Linings and Bases,” 
by E. F. Davis, sales engineer, Celite Products Company. 

“What Insulation Will Do for the Heat Treater,” by 
T. J. Gower, sales engineer, Armstrong Cork & Insula- 
tion Company. 

“Operating Data on Electric Furnaces,” by 
Talley, chief engineer, Geo. J. Hagan Company 

“The Use of Gas-Fired Furnaces for Heat Treating,” 
bv P. J]. Lafore. sales engineer, Consolidated 
Gas Company. 

“Heat Treatment of Large Forgings by Oil, Gas and 
Electricitv.”” by W. E. McGahey, foreman, H. IT. Large 
Guns, Charleston, W. Va. 

“A Comparison of the Con 
Operation of Oil and Natural G 
\. F. Mitchell, superinten 
Charleston, W. Va 

“The Heat Trea 


R. E. 


Bost nm 


’ ng into the 
s Fired Furnaces,” by 
dent, H. T. U.S. N. O. P, 


ment of Steel Castings,” by \W Fl. 


White. sup rintendent, Melting a Charleston, 
W. V: 

“A New Tvne Automatic Resulator: Its Application 
o He lreating.” by R. W. Newcomb, Charles Engle 
hart, Inc 

‘Heat Treatment and Uses of High-Speed Tool 
Steel.” by M. H. Medwed ff, metallure Baltimore 
Md. 

“Brass Forgings,” by H. L. Hess, the H. L. Hess 
Company, Philadelphia. 

“Heat Treatment of Copper and Brass,” by F. L 
Helrigel, metallurgist, Motor Products Company 
Detroit 
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Mechanical Bookeeping of Consumers’ Accounts’ 


Methods of Billing, Posting Charges to Consumers’ Accounts, Etc. 


By F. C. INGRAM 


Superintendent, Commercial Department, Southern California Gas Company 


This article is based on the experience of the South- 
ern California Gas Company. On January 1 we in- 
stalled this system of accounting. We are satisfied that 
we shall achieve a great saving for our company. 

In order that we may follow all operations step by 
step, we will start with the consumer’s application for 
gas. This application is in triplicate and is a combina- 
tion of application and work order. The original, which 
is signed by the consumer, 7 
is the application; the du- 


there are no sheets, all discrepancies are investigated at 
once. Meters having been read in a certain district, or 
zone, the book is turned over to billing clerk for billing. 
We use a billing machine for this purpose. 

The two readings, previous and present, and dates 
are obtained from book; machine automatically sub 
tracts, showing the number of cubic feet. Amount of 
bill is placed in machine with date. The machine auto- 

matically shifts carriage, 








plicate and triplicate copies 
are the shop orders. All 
three bear the same number 
—an automatic numbering 
machine is used for this 
purpose. Ledger and folio 
numbers are also shown. 
Application is entered on | 
contract record, showing 
name, address, number of 
order, date of issue and 
date completed. Applica- 
tion is held in file until or- 
der is completed. Dupli- 
cate and triplicate are sent 
to the service department. 
Duplicate is given to the 
workman for execution, 
triplicate is held by the dis- 
patcher as a check on 
workman. When the order 
is completed it is returned 
to the commercial depart | 
ment. We might mention 


—Editor. 








This is a very valuable addition 
to the discussion of mechanical 
bookkeeping for gas companies. 
As a matter of fact, it is coming 
more and more to the front and 
it is being adopted by many com- 
panies all over the United States. 


printing two stubs. 

sills are made at the rate 
of 1,800 to 2,200 per eight 
hours, varying as to loca- 
tion and rate. Billing be- 


ing completed, amounts 
are compiled on earnings 
report. 
Meter book is then 


passed to posting clerk to 
enter charges on consum+- 
ers’ ledger cards. This is 
done on a posting machine. 
The operation is, present 
reading date is set in ma- 
chine. Previous reading is 
entered in the subtract po- 
sition. The carriage auto- 
matically moves to next po- 
sition and changes to an 
add position. Present read- 
ing is entered, the carriage 
automatically moves to 
next position, when the to- 
tal is taken, which is the 





at this time that this order 








is used for new installa 

tions and for turning on gas for new tenants where ser 
vice had previously been used and meter had not been 
removed. Duplicate and triplicate are also used as an 
order to discontinue service or remove meter. 

— 


Orders are sent to stencil department, stencil 
a meter-book sheet and ledger card are headed up and 


are returned to billing department. Number of meter, 
location, together with meter reading, is then placed on 
meter sheet and ledger card. All are then filed ‘n proper 
location The applications are filed in alph ibetical or 


; 
filed in numerical orde1 


orders are 
\ngeles division there ars 


der and the meter 


In the l.os 100 districts, 03 
zones, repre sented by meter ho« ks evel il bool may 
he contained in one ledger. The meter book is ; wed 
in the same sequence bv location as the ledger c: rds, all 
agreeing with the information furnished on the appli 
cation 

Before meter book is sent out for read neils 
are compared to see that there is a stent f h o 
count. and also, if there should be anv stencils for which 

*Paper read at annual meeting of Pacific Coast | ( 


ciation, 1921. 


difference between the two 
readings, or the consump- 
feet. The carriage again automatically 
and the amount of bill is entered (non-add). 
completing operation sills are then checked against 
ledger cards: previous unpaid amounts are placed on 
bills at this time. Bill and ledger card must agree. 
Compiling of cubic 


tion in cubic 


moves 


feet and revenues from 


consum 
ers cards. All amounts are listed thereon and totaled 
by sections or divisions of the ledger. This total must 
agree with bills. Through this method the earnings of 
any given section are immediately ascertained TI e 
earnings are entered in supplemen ledg Yn 
additions or changes are liusted in this ledg nd 
transterred to control ledger at the end of the month 
\ll credits however, are posted d l 1 he CO | 
ledger 

1] ‘ 1 ( ple i ] ( 1 of | ] | yr 
he ( t ( ft ned n ete boo shi n 
: 1 1, rt} e time f , 1 ; erat \ ‘ ] 
5 | ept te rove the effic 1en< of tl diffe ¢ cler] 
operators 


Payments of bills are received from various sour 
namely, payment clerks in main and branch offices, col 
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lectors, and through the mail. ‘These payment stubs, or 
bill stubs, are routed in the order in which they follow 
in disirict or zone. This report is run on adding ma- 
chine and balanced with deposit slips. This form is used 
by payment clerk as a deposit slip, and is made in dupli 
cate. The original and cash are deposited with the 
cashier in treasurer’s oflice, the duplicate is receipted 
and returned to clerk making deposit. Duplicate is then 
atiached to report. 

Lill stubs are then given to the clearing clerk, who 
roules stubs, checks, and balances credits with cash, 
segregating them by zones for the various machine op 
erators. ‘This work is done after office is closed. Pay 
ments are credited on ledger cards by the same machine 
as is used for posting charges. The machine accumu- 
lates the total of all credits. This total must agree with 
predetermined total of cash received. 

Balancing accounts is continuous-—each operator bal- 
ancing ledgers at a time cach month according to sched- 
ule after collections are made and the outstanding ac- 
counts are at a minimum. A check on delinquent ac- 
counts is made from the second stub of bill, which is re- 
tained in file, which is under the direct supervision of 
the chief collector. 

Consumers’ card records are kept in long steel travs. 
varying in size, as needed, from six to nine feet in 
length. Machine and operator’s chair are placed on a 
truck, which moves on a track. Electric current for 
motor is received through a sliding contact operating in 
a groove in center of track. In this manner the opera- 
tor can move from one position to another—-a brake 
holding truck in any position desired 

The Portland Gas & Coke Company uses machines 
77,000 accounts being handled with ten machines. These 
machines differ from those used by the Southern Cali 
fornia Edison Company and the Southern California 
Gas Company, which use the same system in that they 
carry a tape of all operations, accumulating a total of 
the earnings. 

In conclusion, mechanical bookkeeping is becoming 
more popular every day, being used by nearly all the 
leading banks and commercial houses. While in six 
months’ experience we have not shown a saving, on ac- 
count of changing svstems, we will by the first of the 
vear prove to our company that we have made a step in 
the right direction 

Due credit should be given the Southern California 
Edison Company of Los Angeles, the Los Angeles Gas 
& Electric Corporation, and the Portland Gas & Coke 
Company of Portland, Ore., all of whom have been kind 


enough to give their time in compiling their reports 


Public Supporting Utilities, He Says 


\nother verv definite move to combat the constantly 
waged warefare of politicians and others against “the 
living rate” for public utilities has just been inaugurated 
by the Indiana Public Utility Association. Statements 
of actual conditions now confronting utility companies 
evervwhere as a result of the war’s uphea have been 
prepared by the presidents of the various groups of 

tilities in the State and these have been eagerlv accepted 
utilities in the State and these have been eagerly accepted 

++ > } se . — heer 
as news matter bv the great press associations, which 
ramify to everv corner of the Hoosier State. Asa re 
sult newspapers of the State are printing very gener 


ously the series of statements. 

One of these statements in particular is of real inter 
est to gasmen generally. It comes from Morse Dell 
plaine, of Hammond, JInd., president of the Indiana Gas 


Association and likewise president of the Indiana Elec- 
tric Light Association. Mr. Dellplaine is vice-president 
and general manager of the Northern Indiana Gas & 
Iklectric Company, operating several utilities. 

“Already,” he says, “I see indications that the public 
is coming around to our viewpoint and taking a much 
kindlier view of our activities I hope this continues. 
A trade revival seems imminent and we want to be lined 
up ready, with our equipment in good shape and exten 
sion installed, in order to play our part as efficiently as 
possible.” 

His full statement to the public in Indiana follows: 

“Last fall and winter marked the cumulation of three 
years’ hardship, and gas andd electric public utilities 
were fighting for very existence. For three years they 
had been operating under disastrous conditions: Labor, 
equipment and material had risen with the general war- 
time trend to a height in some cases as high as several 
hundred per cent above the pre-war normal level, while 
rates increased on an average of 20 per cent. Of course, 
under such conditions something had to go—the com- 
panies either had to go out of business or curtail their 
activities. 

“Most companies curtailed their activities to a mini 
mum. Extensions were only attempted under the strict 
est necessity. Staffs were cut down to skeleton forma- 
tion. Conditions demanded that all efforts should be 
directed to maintaining existing service as ‘function- 
able’ as possible, vet, in spite of this, deep inroads into 
reserve funds had to be made. Anything but the really 
urgent was deferred. 

“Nevertheless, I confidently feel tha: the worst is 
over and that the gas and electric utilities are sailing 
along into Jess turbulent seas. I believe the consumers 
are beginning to realize that their utilities are an inte- 
gral part of their communities, and that there is a real 
connection between communities’ and utilities’ success. 

“Gas and electric companies for the most part were 
capitalized bv the savings of the small investor who in 
pre-war times considered a public utility an ideal invest 
ment. It was free from the wildcat schemes of finan- 
cial sharks, and it also had the additional protection of 
the Public Service Commission’s supervision. 

“Unfortunately. from our point of view, this vast 
stream of capital has been diverted to another channel. 
Naturally, people will not invest their hard-earned 
money in enterprises that are not paying dividends. At 
the present time, community and Government bonds, 
free of income tax, are proving much more attractive 

“The Manufacturers News of August 4. 1921, has 
this to say with regard to public utility capital require 
ments: 


‘Everv time the United States gains a million in pop 
aes 


ities have to raise through the sale 


of securities 700.000.000 hoard dollars to be spent in ex 


ulation, the public ut 


tending plants to serve the additional customers created 


by that increase in population. Chairman Calder, of the 
' 


Senate Committee on Reconstruction and Production 


made this estimate in a recent publication by the com 
mittee. That figure represents 3700 for everv person 
added to the population, or $3,500 for a familv of five 
Because the normal development was seriously curtailed 


by the war, utility companies will have to put 
000.000 instead of S700,000,000 into their business 

pay for new construction now required. This vast sum 
of money can be obtained only through maintenance of 
adequate rates such as will insure a fair interest return 


to thriftv investors 
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Public Utilities Securities 


Report 


Market 


Prices of Representative Gas Bonds 


(Quotations furnished by The National City Company) 


Oct. 13,1921 


Company Issue Maturity Bid Asked 
American Lt. & Trac. Co....... Five Year 68....... May 1, 1925 9] 92, 
Brooklyn Union Gas Co........ First Consol. 58....May 1, 1945 a. OSS 
Columbia Gas & Elec. Co....... First 58......0000+. May 1, 1945 86 87 
Consol. Gas, Elec. Lt. & Pr. 
Co. of Baltimore........ First Ref. 7%4s..... Dec 1, 1945 9914 101 
Consol. Gas, Elec. Lt. & Pr. Co.. General 4%s.......Feb. 14, 1935 76 77 


Consol. Gas Co. of New York...Sec. Conv. 7s ...... Feb. 1, 1925 102'4 102% 
Consol. Gas Co. of New York... One Year Sec. 8s... Dec 1,1921 100 100% 
New Amsterdam Gas Co...... First Consol. 5s....Jan 1, 1948 70 72 

Denver Gas & Elec. Co..........Gen. (now 1st) 5s.. May 1, 1949 79 81 
Detroit City Gas Co......... ~~ 2 ee I 1, 1923 92 94 
Equitable Illum. Gas Lt. Co. of 
Philadelphia ee seejan 1, 1928 9614 98 
Hudson County Gas Co......... ne, ov. 1, 1949 73 76 
Laclede Gas Light Co........ ooo mat, & Ext: Se....<Apr 1, 1943 8034 81 
Louisville Gas & Elec. Co....... First & Ref. 7s.....June 1, 1923 97 98 
Michigan Light Co........ ovvvies FE0G8 GP OE BE. .6c5 Mar 1, 1946 71 72 
Milwaukee Gas Light Co........ | oo. May 1, 1927 82 84 
Pacific Gas & Elec. Co..........Gen. & Ref. 5s..... Jan 1, 1942 82 83 
Pacific Gas & Elec. Co.......... Col. Tr. Conv. 7s... May 1, 1925 98 901, 
Pacific Gas & Elec. Co.......... First & Ref. 7s..... Dec 1,1940 100 101 
Cal. Gas & Elec. Corp......... Unif. & Ref. 5s.....) Ov 1, 1937 89 91 
Peoples’ Gas Lt. & Coke Co..... Refunding 5s....... Sept 1, 1947 77 7734 
Chicago Gas Lt. & Coke Co... First 5s............ July 1, 1937 80 82 
Portland Gas & Coke Co........ First & Ref. 5s... Jan. 1, 1940 80 81 
Seattle Lighting Co........ ooeee Refunding Ss.......Oct 1, 1949 68 71 
Southern California Gas Co...... S| sone tvOW 1, 1950 85 88 
United Gas Improvement Co....Two Year 8s....... Feb 1, 1923 995¢@ 100 
Utica Gas & Electric Co..... soo hE @& Ent, Se... i July 1, 1957 78 81 
Washington Gas Light Co....... General 60 6.0.0.0. Nov 1, 1960 80 82 
Western States Gas & Elec. Co. 
of California ...... ..ee- First & Ref. 5s..... Jun 1, 1941 77 Bl 





Baltimore Gas Earnings 
Consolidated balance sheet of the 
Consolidated Gas, Electric Light & 
Power Company, of Baltimore, as 
of Aug. 31, 1921, follows: 


Assets: Plant and equipment, 
including real estate franchises 
etc., $77,811,502; unfinished plant 


investment, $780,980: 
in stocks and 
construction funds in 
trustees, $481,165: 


investment 
bonds, $1,022,182; 
hands in 
general mort- 
6 per cent gas and electric 
bonds due 1935 (deposited as col- 
lateral under $3,9413.000 Baltimore 
Electric 5s due 1947), $1,155,000; 
first refunding mortgage 6 per cent 
gold bonds series A due 1949 


gage 4! 


pledged as part security for $5,000, 
000 7 per cent convertible gold 
notes, due 1922), $3,500,000; cash 


$2 677,654 ; 


accounts, $1,824,827; 
notes receivable, $10,896; material 
and supplies, $2,298,181; work in 
progress, $49,736; advances. $325,- 
503: sinking funds, $409,063; de- 
ferred charges, $192.352: total 
$92 569,041. 

Liabilities: Consolidated Gas. 
Electric Light & Power Company, 
of Baltimore, capital stock, $14, 
608,700; Baltimore Electric Com- 
pany preferred stock, $1,000,000; 
Public Service Building Company 
preferred stock, $700,000; bonds 
and notes $61,072,100; notes pay- 


able, $5,240,000; accounts payable, 
$1,273,825; unpaid wages, $57,100, 
accrued interest, $748,965; divi- 
dends payable, $292,174; preferred 
stock called for redemption, $9,717 ; 
sundry reserves. accruals, etc., $1,- 
020,596; reserve for depreciation, 
$3,415,549; reserve for contingen- 
cies, $454,906; surplus, $2,675,409, 
total, $92,569,041. 


Installing New Apparatus 


Hudson, N. Y.—The new appara- 
tus for the purpose of keeping the 
city gas at a certain pressure at all 
times is being installed here by the 
\lbany 


machine 


Southern Company. The 
trouble 
caused when during certain hours of 
the day the pressure drops because 
of many households using it at the 
same time. 


will eliminate the 


Utility Surrenders Franchises 
Ind—The North- 


Indiana Gas & Com- 


Indianapolis, 
ern Electric 
pany has surrendered thirty-nine 
franchises granted by local authori- 
ties and which came under full su- 
pervision of the public service com 
mission. Communities affected in- 
clude Hammond, Whiting, Griffith, 
East Chicago and other Lake 
County towns; South bend, Misha- 


waka, Michigan City, Wabash, 
Bluffton, Logansport and_ Fort 
Wayne. St. Joseph and La Porte 
county franchises also are sur 


rendered. 


New Corporation Formed 
Fla.—With a 


$500,000 the 


( x ford, 
STOKE k of 


mock Oil & Gas Company has been 


capital 
Long Ham- 


organized and incorporated in Ox 
ford. William B. Turner is secre 
tary and treasurer of the company, 
which proposes to drill for oil and 


gas. 
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Service Charge Held Up 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y¥.—Holding 


that a suit is now pending in the State 
courts by the city of Rochester to 
test the legality of a new service 
charge similar to that of the Cen 
tral Hudson Gas & Electric Com 
pany, the Public Service Commission 
has denied the company’s application 
to introduce its new schedule as an 
nounced in September. That sched 
ule provided for a 40-cent service 
charge by the company with the $1.50 
rate for the first thousand feet. The 
decision of the Public Service Com 
mission leaves the rate as it was, 
$1.90 per thousand feet. 

The Central Hudson Gas & Elec 
tric Corporation in announcing its 
schedule in September predicted it 
would mean a saving of $88,000 to 
consumers, but later modified its fig 
ures to $72,000. Corporation Coun 
cil George Worrall has pointed out 
that the corporation counsels of the 
State have generally considered the 
service charge unconstitutional, but 
many are waiting for the outcome of 
the Rochester test case. 


Greater Consumption Makes 


Cheaper Gas 


Spencer, Mass.—Gas consumers 
in Spencer who use over 1,000 cu. ft. 
of gas per month are in for a re 
duction in their bills. according to 
plans which the Spencer Gas Com 
pany has in mind and the greater the 
consumption of gas the greater the 
decrease will be. rhe present price 
is 33 per thousand, and the new price 
will be 20 cents per hundred cubic 


feet plus Sel vice charge of $1. rhe 
Spencer Gas Company has petitioned 
the Department of Public Utilities 
f a he ‘Ing The selectmen will 
be officially notified of the hearing, 
v1 ich will be duly idvertised. The 


call for the hearing will read: “On 


the petition of the Spencer Gas Com 
panv for the approval ef a service 


charge of $1 per month per gas me 


ter to be used in connection with 
charge of not over 20 cents per hun 
dred cubic feet for gas consumed, 


ordered, that a public hearing be giv- 


NEV 














« 
en thereon in the hearing room of 


the commission, 166 State Elouse, 
Boston.” 


Elects Officers and Directors 
\Vorcester, Mass.—At the annual 
meeting of the stockholders of the 
Worcester Gas Light Company, 
Louis H. Buckley was_ re-elected 
president and the members of the 
board of directors were all re-elect- 
ed. The stockholders voted to change 
the by laws which changes the date 
of the annual meeting from Septem 
ber to March. The question of re 
duced prices of gas consumers was 
not discussed. Other officers re 
elected were: D. Edgar Manson, 
vice-president; De W2:tt Clinton, 
clerk. Directors elected were George 
Crompton, Francis H. Dewey, D. 
Edgar Manson, Paul B. Morgan, 
Charles H. Tunney, Louis H. Buck 
ley. De Witt Clinton, Charles G 
Washburn, Samuel B. Woodward 
and Burton H. Wright. 
Gas Hearing Adjourned 
Rockaway, N. Y.—Hearing in the 
case of the Queens Borough Gas & 
lectric Company relative to in 
creased gas rates for Queens by the 
Public Service Commission was ad- 
journed by Commissioner Oliver C 
Semple until October 18, at 10.30 
A. M. 
William L. 
the gas company, explained to the 
commission that he was not prepared 


Ransom, counsel for 


to present his case and asked that ad 
journment be made. Corporation 
Counsel M. M. Fertig agreed and 
asked Counsellor Ransom if he, as 


srant the city the right to 1 


or the gas company, would 
spect the 


pial nd records of the company 


I 
The adjournment is so far oft 


that I would like to have the consent 
, 


tq 11stpe the plant and records ot 
the gas company,” said Counsel 
; 
I 

Phe Queens Borough Gas Com 
pany does not recognize the city’s 
ights in this hearing,” replied Ran 
Som 


“Well, as a consumer of gas in 
Oueens County, will I be granted the 
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permission? I live at 547 East 
lorty-fourth Street, Edgemere, and 
I have my gas bills to show that I 
am a consumer,” said Fertig. 

Counselor Ransom did not affirm 
or deny Fertig’s request. 


Gas Shortage Predicted 

Mayville, N. Y.—The Republic 
Light, Heat & Power Company has 
sent out notices to local consumers 
to the effect that the supply this 
winter will not be sufficient for 
heating. It will be adequate, so 
the company says, for cooking, 
lighting and water heating pur- 
poses, but if used for heating the 
demand will exceed the supply and 
the service will be of little benefit 
for any purpose. The company 
urges consumers to provide them 
selves with other fuel and equip 
ment, and not depend upon gas for 
heating purposes. 

It is claimed that the work car 
ried on by the company during the 
present season in an effort to in 
crease the gas supply has failed. 
he public service commission last 
year ordered the company not to 
furnish customers natural gas to 
use for heating purposes in equip 
ment originally built for the use of 
other fuels. 


First Meeting of G. S. A. at 
Boston City Club 

Phe Gas Sales Association of New 
England will hold its first meeting 
of the season on Friday, October 14, 
at 6 o’clock at the Boston City Club 
Plans are under wav for a big meet 
ing You are expected to be on 
hand. 

Subject ‘Boosting Gas Business 
Now,” will be discussed by an able 
speaker to be furnished us by the 


\merican Gas Association. 


commercial section, was origina 
scheduled, but had to be canceled. 


There will be music, singing and, 


rf course, a go vd dinne 
And the matter of by-law revision, 
and of change in dues, will be pre 


sented for action. 
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Postpone Hearing in Rate 
Case 

Atlanta, Ga—The Atlanta Gas 
Light Company was granted a con- 
tinuance of time until October 31 to 
show cause why its present gas rates 
in Atlanta should not be reduced, 
when the decreased gas. rate case 
came up for a hearing before the 


Georgia State Railroad Commission” 


September 30. The request for a, 
continuance was based upon the 
grounds that the company was un- 
able within ten days to prepare its 
evidence, which it is entitled to sub- 
mit and which the commission is, in 
duty bound, to carefully consider 
before it compels a reduction in gas 
rates. The company was cited to 
appear before the commission for 
this purpose only ten days before the 
case was called for a hearing. 

It is proposed to again fix a fair 
valuation of the gas company’s prop- 
erties in Atlanta and suburbs, the 
commission to base its next ruling on 
this valuation, the present cost of 
materials, labor, etc. Some time ago 
H. E. Riggs, a noted valuation ex- 
pert, appraised the company’s prop- 
erties at $6,200,000, but the commis- 
sion rejected this report and placed 
a minimum valuation on the proper- 
ties of $4,500,000, or almost $2,000, 
000 less than the appraisal of Mr. 
Riggs. 

Commission Upholds Gas Co. 

East Boston, Mass.—The Public 
Utilities Commission has dismissed 
the petitions to have the East Boston 
Gas Company reduce the price of 
gas. 

The present rate is $1.35 per thou 
sand cubic feet. The petitioners 
asked for a rate of not more than 
$1.10. The commission finds that 
operating costs at present do not war 
rant any reduction. 

The petition was brought several 
months ago, after the contract price 
between the East Boston and the 
Boston Consolidated Gas Companies 
had been reduced from 90 to 80 
cents per thousand cubic feet. The 
East Boston company buys from the 
Boston concern the gas it sells cus 
tomers. With the contract price re 
duction the consumers maintained 
that the East Boston company should 
lower its rates not merely to the ex- 
tent of 10 cents, but to at least 25 
cents, it being contended general op- 
erating costs had also declined. 

“This contention,” the commission 
says in its finding, “would have 
greater weight were it not for the 
fact that the company, believing that 


the present selling price of $1.35 a 
thousand cubic feet was inadequate, 
filed early in the present year a peti- 
tion for authority to increase the sell 
ing price to $1.45. The department, 
while recognizing that the then mar- 
gin of 45 cents between the cost and 
the selling price had been and might 
still be insufficient to pay the ex- 
penses of distribution, taxes and in- 
terest and to provide adequately for 
depreciation and return, believed 
that the correction should come from 
a lower contract price a matter rest- 
ing primarily with the common sense 
of both companies. As a result the 
the contract price was reduced. 

“Nothing has occurred meantime 
materially to aiter this situation or 
to warrant a present reduction of the 
selling price. This price is the same 
as that prevailing in Boston. Some 
improvements in costs have occurred 
and there is reason to hope for more 
favorable conditions affecting the 
manufacture and sale of gas. Such 
changes, however, are largelv bevond 
the company’s control, and, while 
prempt edvantage should be taken 
of them whenever sufficient to war- 
rant a definite reduction in the price, 
vet some patience must be shown if 
they do not occur as promptly as the 
public naturally desire. It should be 
noted that this company paid during 
the year which ended June 30 last a 
dividend of only 3% per cent, and 
even this dividend was paid at the 
expense of a proper provision for 
depreciation.” 


Try New Street Lights 

Roseville, N. J—For the purpose 
of interesting the Newark city au- 
thorities, especially Director of Im 
provements Raymond, a dozen gas 
lights of a new type are being tested 
in Roseville Avenue. They were pro 
vided by the Welsbach Company, 
which hopes to have the city adopt 
them upon the presentation of proof 
of proper test and performance, the 
same to be checked up by city ex- 
perts in gas meters. 
verted light, having two burners and 
being regulated by 


They are an in- 


a clockwork ar 
rangement that causes them automat 
ically to light at a certain hour each 
evening and to 
morning at 


extinguish in the 
a set time. 

THe GENERAL ELectrtc Com- 
PANY this year leads the list of cor- 
porations in the amount of taxes to 
be paid. Its total is $174,808.39 of 
which $73,532.57 is on personal 
property. The Lynn Gas Company 
is next with a total of $165,676.39. 


Laclede Company Cuts Wages 
10 Per Cent 


Announcement of a 10 per cent 
horizontal cut in wages, effective 
Oct. 16, has been made by the La- 
clede Gas Light Company to its 
employees. G. B. Evans, vice- 
president and general manager of 
the company, stated that the com- 
pany now employs between 1,200 
and 1,500 men and women, and 
that everyone connected with the 
company, from the president to of- 
fice boys and including skilled -la- 
bor, was included in the 10 per 
cent reduction. 

He added that the monthly pay- 
roll of the company is now about 
$100,000, and that the cut will save 
the company about $10,000 a 
month. 

The statement to employees an- 
nouncing the wage reduction, 
which was signed by Evans, said: 
“The company now faces a situa- 
tion which calls for the exercise of 
unusual economy in order to main- 
tain its integrity.” 

Reasons given for the cut are: 
“Failure to receive adequate rates, 
decrease in the amount of gas used, 
and the general business depres- 
sion, which has affected the sale of 
gas in large quantities, and in par- 
ticular the sale and price of our 
most valuable by-product, coke.” 

Last August the [Laclede com- 
pany issued a statement which, ac- 
cording to the accounting methods 
employed, showed an _ operating 
deficit for the company of $40,376 
for the months of April, May and 
June of this year. 

The company received increases 
in its rates from the Missouri Pub- 
lic Service Commission, 
\pril 8 last, from 85, 60 and 50 
cents to $1.05, 95 and 85 cents a 
thousand feet of gas. The company 
had asked $1.25, S1 and 90 cents. 

Last August the company 
ordered by the commission to dis 
continue adding a 10 per cent 
alty customers’ 
not paid by a certain dat: 


effective 


was 


pen- 


charge to bills if 


Gas Case Argued 


Harrisburg, Pa.—City Solicitor 
Fred T. Fruit is in Harrisburg, Pa., 
where argument on the case of M. 
C. Shorts for extensions on 
Sherman Avenue are being heard. 
The case is that of Shorts versus the 
United Natural Gas Company and 
has been pending for some time. 


pays 
gas 
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Production Increased 
New Orl 


leans, La. 


New gas gen 
erating units and the repair of one 
, ‘ += 
of the old sets will be completed be 
‘ 1 a a 1 1 
fore Nove ber l, the time set by the 
7 
contract, according to A. de. MMe 
chat superintenden t 1€ N 
Ork Gas Company. Mr. Mer 
cl Yr lso to have the 31.000 
oO elve-inc] ryc ] mec uid it 
St. Charles Avenue this mth 
\ ( te ind yplies 
( é u venerating un nd 
, , ; 
tiie p ( he old set are her 
5 = 1 ] 4 1 
Vil le ( 1 id and 111S OTK 
I! be completed by October 22 un 
] " - 1 
less some unforeseen delay occurs. 
iva ] ] } ’ ae ae 
\dditional gangs have een pu Lo 
Ork on the ( haries Street mains 
‘? ; : ‘ : 
id h opes to nave them laid be 
{ ; hat 1 
I € le first of the coming montn 


the be 
l find ar 
this winte1 
le severest weather. The 
plant has 
2 400.000 cu. 


Mr. Merchant expressed 
lief that gas consumers wil 
adequate supply of gas 2 
even with tl 


renerating Ci 


~ 


pacity of the 
increased about 
ft. per day, making the total capacity 
‘ pproximatel 15,000,000 cu. ft. The 


been 


larger mains in the uptown section 
hich have been connected with 
otters totu Comin toate ‘welll wena 
ner large cross mains Wil Mate 
rially increase the distribution ca 


pacity. 
Gas Company Rewards 
Employees 
(Oklahoma 1 Oklahoma 


City.—The 


Gas & [Electric Company has issued 
certificates of award to all employees 
of the Oklahoma City division who 


ave been emploved by the company 
leach certificate 


en vears or longer. 
bears the name of the employee, 
te he number of ears he h 
been in the emplov of the Oklahoma 
(gas & Electric ¢ ompan\ ind de 
es t hn recog itio ot f 
} nd etticient Service a d 
ed Ul ertificate of honor and mem 
ership in the te i section of the 
‘ ) \y “w | C] ib 
1 ' 1 
ce is clevis« he ce 
1 one ire 1 ( ( ) S 
ypreciation of the 1] 
ess d | Ity of these ¢ pl yvees 
| { { )] | noma (; ~~ Ww ar t1 
( ) ic g é shes int ] é 
oonition to newer e1 plovees by o} 
ing an insurance policy for $500 to 


each one who has been with the com 
months and over, and for 
$1,000 to each one who has remained 
with the company for one year. In 
case of death $200 of this amount is 
paid at once through a_ personal 
check given by J. F. Owens, general 


pan S1X 


ManaLvel 


of the company, in orde1 
» relieve any immediate needs of 1 


family, 


The ()] lahoma (sas «& Electri 
Company goes out of its way to give 
b tial recognition to service ot 
employe \ 1 result of this p 
during the recent strike of ele 
1 yf the Oklahoma City plat 
he other employees jumped into the 
reac h he result th t there 
| oO lel Vs al the e] ] 


Gas Companies Merger 
Butfalo, N. Y.—The transter 
the property of the W. J. Judge Arti 





ficial Gaas Company to Niagara (sas 
Corp in accordance with e 
cent order of the Public Service 
Com on permitting the sale of 

r de lant at $3,000,000, 4h 
a I I d and the papers 
now are ready for filing 

he cers of the Niaga ( 
poration have not yet been agreed up 
on, though 1 is expected hat the oj 
erating ¢ nplovees of the Judge cor 
pany will retain their old positions 
SOTA f the Judge emplovees ill 
a e directors It is not decided 


be presi 


judge will pre 
in the Niag 


+ 


otnce 


The presen 





It is understood that since the sal 
Oo tne p erty to the Niag 1 (sas 
Corp tio he first step in the d 
ect ) cons lida Te) if he ! 
| l il vas ( es S 
( ed he ras interests vill 
. 1 
( eir plans rtne met 
| the purpose of the Tre 
} 1 \ OO O00 
)] nt here | ( ¢ 
| crt 
) ( 
l have L5.O00 000 ¢ 
| 4 ee 1 he , 
11T¢ € » Las ( ( « 
IK ( | | 
| e¢ rat’ ¢ 1 vy ’ 
“a ( , > (yO) OVO) ft 
] ] 
( r qd 
1 
( ( 
; oa ri 
| TEASE 1 
pao i] be built ] 
Dont oke ovens. M Il be 
‘ é ed d hetter service 1s prot 
ed to artificial gas consumers. The 


price for this 2.000.000 cu. ft 


be 40 cents \bout 


a thousand feet 


$400,000 will be spent for the purify- 
ing station and other improvements. 


artilt 


Aiter November 1 the ottice of the 


lal g will be in the 


Building instead of in lower 
Main Street.  ¢ 
heir bills tl 


das company 

lroquo 

onsumers will pa 
| 


Erecting Purifiers for Buffalo 
Company 


Machinery Company, of 

Clevel d. Ohi h s hes : A rr? 1 
O1 1 delive d ere 
outd yurifier equipment by t 
p 0 iny of Buffalo, N. Y 

\s the supply of natural gas is 

pidly decreasing, the gas company 

Buttalo is arranging to purify coal 
ras d the ne yurifier equipt ent 
vhich will be installed for this pu 
pose will consist of four quadruplet 
( purifiers complete with self 
e ling covers and side doors, trays 
ind tray beams, cover crane and 
acks, twenty-four-inch valves and 
onnections, and foundations 

[he gas company is also install 
ing a pumping station for delivering 
the gas into their gas holders and 


distribution svstem 


r. Se G. A. Olficons for the 


Coming Year 


\t the twentv-eighth annual con 
vention of the Pacific Coast Gas As 
sociation held at Del Monte, €ai.. 


following 


September 20 to 23, the 
| 


officers and directors were elected: 
Officers—Henry Bostwick, presi 
dent, San Francisco: F. S. Wade, 


Angeles: W. 


1 
1 

i 
fenderson, secretary 


M 


Directors—W. H. Barton, Port 
land, Ore.; Wm. Baurhyte, I.os An 
ele Cal.: fohn A. Britto Sar 
Irancisco; John Keill \ é 
BS: & \I. Klaub San Dr 
Cai R. G. Logue, | \ncele 
ra ye  e. hen Py ak Ove 

| , ¢ f ‘ ‘ " 
Q19 1 Ctrag a ] 
The e¢ lace 1 1999 
entio1 Santa Barl Cal 


\ + ( | 

t ( ¢ ( ed 

( \ t-, |} \¥¢ is 

: ’ 

{ 1 r T 

ml ( e] he I ) 
} S | ~( ( f if 
nd new cc “wcti to S9428.000 f 
he past a: r. Refi ré the end 
1921 the company will have invested 
nearly $400,000 in improvements and 
construction during the present vear 
alone. as several other projects are 


pli nned for the next three months 
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Utilities to Pay State Tax 


Memphis, Tenn.—Public _ utility 
corporations in Tennessee will here- 
after pay taxes on the same valuation 
upon which their rates and earnings 
are fixed. 

This is the substance of a sweep- 
ing ruling handed down in Memphis 
by the Tennessee State Public Utili- 
ties Commission. It ends once for 
all a vexed discrepancy in statistics 
which for over a generation was 
made the basis of much corporation 
baiting by politicians and publicists, 
or ‘“‘muckrakers,” as they were once 
termed by President Roosevelt, who 
was considered some little raker him- 
self by certain of his victims. 

As the Utilities Commission in this 
State now fixes both assessments and 
rates, the new ruling was more or 
less inevitable. It is also in line with 
the policy of the new State tax sys- 
tem, which aims at assessment of al! 
property on a 100 per cent cash valu- 
ation. 

The Memphis Street Railway 
Company and the Memphis Gas & 
Electric Company, through their 
receivers and attorneys, protested to 
the commission against the assess- 
ments levied on their property. They 
pointed out that the commission had 
assessed them for taxation at prac 
tically the same value allowed them 
as a basis for earnings. They showed 
that it has been the custom, practi 
cally everywhere, for public utilities 
to pay taxes on a less valuation than 
the figures set up as basis for earn- 
ings and rate adjustment. They 
showed that the rate based valuation 
included many “intangibles,” such as 
money invested for ‘‘superseded 
property,” trackage and equipment 
discarded because of the progress of 
invention or because of the paving or 
other requirements of the municipal- 
ity. They contended that, while it 
Was proper to base rates partly upon 
such intangibles, because they repre- 
sented money actually invested, they 
could not be taxed for one reason 
they were no longer in existence. 

The reply of the commission to 
this doctrine was that the 
value was based on the cash value 
and the cash value was the sale value 

The sale value, the commission 
held, would be determined as a mat- 
ter of course by the possible earnings 
which depended on the rates. As the 
rates are now determined by the rate 
making valuation the two values are 
identical, the commission held. 

The commission overruled the pro- 


assessed 


tests and ended perhaps forever in 
Tennessee these discrepancies of as- 
sessment and valuation figures which 
have in the past been made the fruit- 
ful source of appeals against the pub- 
lic service companies, both by sincere 
publicists and various types of dem- 
agogues. 

Equally short shrift was given by 
the commission, composed of Chair- 
man B. A. Enloe, Harvey Hannah 
and Julian Campbell, to the plea of 
local utility and railway corporations 
that the assessments on their local- 
ized property be lowered at least 20 
per cent to correspond to the 20.7 per 
cent reduction of the Shelby County 
realty assessment just confirmed by 
the State Equalization Board. 

The commission ruled that its duty 
is to assess, not to equalize assess- 
ments. A reduction of that charac- 
ter, it held, would be an act of equal- 
ization and without its province. It 
stood by its previous assessment on 
the ground that it was a valuation on 

100 per cent cash basis. 

If the complainant corporations 
are thus inequally assessed in com- 
parison to the assessments levied up- 
on private citizens and industrial cor 
porations that is a matter for the 
equalization board, the commission 
held. 

The corporations thus dismissed 
‘nd referred to the equalization 
board and the Memphis Street Rail- 
way Company, the Memphis Gas & 
Electric Company, the Yazoo & Mis 
sissippi Valley Railroad Company, 
the Choctaw, Oklahoma & Gulf Rail 
road Company (owning the lines op- 
erated by the Chicago, Rock Island 
& Pacific) ; the Rock Island & Mem- 
phis Terminal Company (new 
bridge) ; the Chicago, St. Louis & 
New Orleans Railroad Company 
(owner of the lines operated by the 
Illinois Central) ; the Union Railway 
Company; the Iron Mountain Rail- 
road Company of Memphis, and two 
corporations which own the lines op 
erated by the Frisco system and the 
old bridge, namely, the Kansas City 
Fort & Memphis 
Company, and the Kansas City, 
Memphis & Birmingham Railroad 
Company. 

The State Equalzation Poard fer 
the review of railwav and public util 


Scott Railroad 


itv assessments is composed of Gov 

ernor A. A. Tavlor: the Secretary of 
State, Frnest Haston, and the State 
Treasurer, Hill McAllister. It must 
complete its work by October 17. 
The corporation overruled an 

nounced their intention to go before 
the board. 


Opposes Reduction in Gas 
Rates 


Savannah, Ga.—John W. Goiden, 
vice-president of the Savannah Gas 
Company, discussing a recent resolu 
tion by the Savannah. City Council 
calling upon the Georgia State Rail- 
road Commission to reduce gas rates 

in this city, presented some unan- 

swerable reasons as to why the time 
was not yet ripe for any reductions 
in gas rates. He said, in part: 

“While the cost of oil, which is 
the main requisite in the manufac- 
ture of gas, has been reduced, never- 
theless the contract entered into be- 
tween the Savannah Gas Company 
and the suppliers of oil is still in ef- 
fect and will be for some time to 
come. Therefore, the gas company 
cannot benefit by this reduction. 
Moreover, it will be some time be- 
fore arrangements for a new con- 
tract can be put on foot. 

“Monthly statements are rendered 
by the company to the State Railroad 
Commission at Atlanta, giving full 
details relative to the cost of opera- 
tion and to revenue. The commis- 
sion therefore is in a position to 
judge whether or not a reduction in 
the present rates of gas would be ad 
visable, and so far no tentative opin 
ion has been advanced by that body.” 

It is well for the gas companies to 
remember that newspapers, regard- 
less of the side they may take in such 
a controversy, are great molders of 
public opinion, and a statement of 
this kind given news space in the 
columns of the local papers serves to 
present the gas company side of the 
case to the people. The average per- 
son is not unreasonable and it is ad 
visable to make free use of the local 
news columns when such controver- 
sies arise, in order that both sides of 
the case can be fairly presented. 


Stull Resigns 

Kingston, N. Y.—The resignation 
of C. Rodman Stull as manager of 
the Kingston Gas & Electric Com 
pany took effect October 1. Mr. Stull 
came to Kingston six years ago, tak 
ing active control of the local plant, 
and since that time has made many 
betterments and improvements to the 
plant and service. He has also, with 
Mrs. Stull, formed many friendships 
socially. There will be expressions 
of regret on all sides over their leav- 
ing the city. 

Mr. Stull states he has no definite 
plans for the future, and that he will 
remain here until his i 
appointed, which he expects will be 
within a short time. 
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Read 500 Meters in Six Hours 
Muskogee, Okla. — Walter G. 
Humphrey, meter reader for the 
Muskogee Gas & Flectric Company 
(Oklahoma Gas & Electric Com- 
pany), claims to have established a 
record for speed in reading ‘meters. 
According to a recent story in the 
Muskogee Times-Democrat, Hum- 
phrey read 500 meters in 315 sep 
arate households in six hours. The 
article, which appeared under the 
caption, “Meter Reader’s Life Is 
Joyful,” tells of the experiences, 
pleasant and unpleasant, of the men 
whose work it is to read the 8,800 
gas meters and 6,200 electric meters 
in Muskogee each month. The en- 
counters with the customer’s dog, the 
discoveries of various ways in which 
users try to reduce their gas and elec- 
tric bills by attachments on the me- 
ters, and listening to the troubles of 
the househclders, all serve to make 
the meter reader’s job interesting and 
exciting, if not always pleasant. 


Rate Changes Will Be Opposed 
by City 

Jefferson City, Mo.— The Car 
thage Gas Company will have stren- 
uous Opposition to its petition to the 
State Public Utilities Commission in 
Jefferson City at the hearing Octo 
ber 8, when it will ask that the rate 
of 58 cents and a service charge of 
50 cents be changed to 50 cents and 
a service charge of $1.5¢. About a 
vear ago the present rate was grant- 
ed, when the rate was ‘ncreased from 
25 cents to 58 cents. The city coun- 
selor has announced that he will net 
only oppose the change in rate, but 
that he will ask for a sharp decrease, 
basing his plea upon the claim that 
the valuation of the plant, as sub- 
mitted by the company, is about dou- 
ble what it should he. The company 
holds its property at $516,000 and 
the city says that this is too much 
when compared with the valuation of 
other companie’ properties, as shown 
bv statements on file with the com 
mission. 


Brooklyn Gas Hearing 
Adjourned 

Brooklvn, N. Y.—The matter of 
rates charged for gas by the Brook 
lvn Borough Gas Company was dis 
cussed at a hearing before Chairman 
William A. Prendergast of the Pub 
lic Service Commission. The hear 
ing was adjourned until November 
2 for the purpose of letting the 
Brooklyn Borough Gas Company ex 
amine an affidavit and exhibit pre- 





pared by A. S. B. Little. gas engi- 
neer of the city. Chairman Pren- 
dergast brought out the fact that the 
company had no intention to take ad- 
vantage of an ambiguity which ap 
pears in the $1.35 order. This order 
makes it compulsory to charge all 
consumers $1.35 per thousand cubic 
feet. The city’s rate is 75 cents per 
thousand. 
Will Issue Bonds 

Mobile, Ala.—R. I. Speer, general 
manager of the Mobile Gas Com- 
pany, has announced that the com 
pany is considering an issuance of 
$5,000,000 in bonds, and contem- 
plates extensive improvements to its 
plant and properties here, and the 
extending of its mains. 


Bureau of Mines Report 

Thomas Fraser, assistant mining 
engineer, and H. F. Yancey, assist 
ant chemist, U.S. Bureau of Mines, 
have prepared, in co-operation with 
the engineering experiment station 
of the University of Illinois and 
the Illinois Geological Survey, re- 
port No. 2281 on “The Recovery of 
Unburned Fuel from Boiler Fur- 
nace Refuse,” copies of which may 
be obtained upon application to the 
LU. S. Bureau of Mines, Washing- 
ton, D.C 


Gas Increase Asked 

Batavia, N. Y.—The Republic 
Light, Heat & Power Company, 
which supplies Batavia with its nat- 
ural gas, is endeavoring to increase 
its rate. In March the rate was in- 
creased from 35 cents to 60 cents per 
thousand, which the gas company de- 
clares is insufficient and confiscatory. 
They have applied to the Public Ser- 
vice Commission for power to make 
a new schedule. 


To Increase Stock 
Haverhill, Mass.—The Haverhill 
Gas Light Company, a Stone & Web- 
ster property, called a special meet- 
ing of stockholders for October 10 
to consider increasing the capital 


{ 
of 2,925 additional shares of $50 par. 
The pre ceeds are to be applied to the 
pavment of outstanding indebtedness 
and to other purposes 


Construction Note 
Gadsden, Ala.—Several thousand 
dollars is being invested in the lay 
ing of new mains by the Tri-City 
Gas Companv, of Gadsden. They 
will be s1 t} 


x-inch mains in the heart 


of the residential district and are to 
connect and belt the old system 


Elected Manager 

Harry FE. Duren, of Fall River, 
has heen elected manager of the 
Greenfield Electric Light & Power 
Company, it was announced by the 
officers of the company. Mr. Duren 
was born in 1881 at Fairfield, Me., 
and received a public school educa- 
tion at Richmond, Me., where his 
parents now reside. He graduated 
from the University of Maine, in the 
class of 1902. with the degree of 
electrical engineer. He is also a grad- 
ate of the General Electric course in 
electrical engineering, held at their 
works in Schnectady, N. Y., having 
served three years at their plant. 
Mr. Duren was for two years with 
the engineering department of the 
General Electric Company at their 
San Francisco office, and from 1910 
to 1913 he was located in the Pacific 
Northwest, being engaged in elec- 
trical engineering in Portland, Ore., 
and Seattle, Wash. 


80-Cent Gas Case —— Up 


Washington, D. C.—Request has 
been made to the Supreme Court 
of the United States by counsel for 
the New York & Queens Gas Com- 
pany to reassign the gas company 
case for argument on Nov. 14. 
Other New York gas company 
cases are to be heard by the court 
next week, and Attorney-General 
Newton of the State of New York 
objected to the reassignment. The 
cases involve the validity of the 
80-cent gas act. 





Gas Earnings 

Combined earnings of the Stand- 
ard Gas & Electric Company's pub- 
lic utility subsidiaries for the 
twelve months ended Aug. 31, 1921, 
compare with the earnings of the 
corresponding previous vear as fol- 
lows: Gross revenue, $34,734,254 
(increase $4,436,434): gross earn- 
ings, $33,359,697 (increase S4,500,- 
790): net earnings, $11,743.041 (in- 


crease $853.168 F 


Gas Rate Reduction Nov. 1 

Lowell, Mass Beginning No 
vember 1, next the price of gas in 
the T.owell district will be reduced 
from $1.60 net per thousand cubic 


feet to S] 1) net per th Us? nd ciuhbie 


feet De crease in the cost of Cc al, 
oil and labor are given by the com- 
panv directors as reason for the low- 
er rates. The quality of was has im- 


proved in the past fortnight 
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Gas Decision Soon 

Utica, N. Y.—There is some spec 
ulation in civic circles as to the deci 
sion of the Public Service Commis- 
sion in the maiter of the application 
for higher gas rates in Utica as it is 
xpected that the decision will be in 
the hands of the Utica corporation 
council's office within a few days. 

The local gas company made ap- 
plication some time ago for permis 
sion to increase its rates from $1.50 
per thousand cubic feet to $3 


~~ 
. of 


5, and 
it was asked that it be permitted also 
to make a service charge of 50 cents 
per month for meters. This would 
mean an increase of 50 per cent or 
more in the gas bill of the ordinary 
householders. To receive bills that 
are just double their size would be 
the prospect if the application was 
granted in full. 

It is believed, however, that the 
commission will either grant the ap- 
plication as to the increased foot 
rate, or the service charge only. In 
official circles, the guess is ventured 
that the rate increase will be denied 
but the service charge of 50 cents a 
month allowed to stand. This guess 
is based upon the decision in the case 
of the Hudson Company’s applica- 
tion. 

The city estimated in its brief to 
the commission, from figures of ma- 
terials consumed in the manufacture 
of gas, which were supplied by the 
company’s expert, that a present 
costs the gas can be made for $1.02 
per thousand feet. The city counsel 
therefore maintains that $1.75 as 
away above a fair figure to ask. 


Green Bay, Wis.—Figures issued 
by the Public Service Company show 
that a new record in gas consumption 
was made in Green Bay during Au 
gust. During the month 15,680,200 
cu. ft. of gas were consumed in the 
city as compared to the previous high 
record of 14,794,000 cu. ft. which 
was made a vear ago in August. 

Consumption of gas in such enor 
mous amounts is due usually to the 
extensive of gas ranges during 
the canning season, according to oft 
cials of the Public Service Company 
The record month was also brought 
about in the opinion of the officials 


use 


by the extra cooking occasioned by 
the homecoming. 

The largest total generation of 
electric power in its history was re 
ported Saturday by the Public Ser 
vice Company as having been gen 
erated during the month of August 
According to the figures. 1,719,131 


kilowatt hours were generated during 
the month from all sources 
total, 871,941 kilowatt hours 
generated by water power 
remainder by steam. 

Of this total, however, about 25 
per cent lost in transmission, 
transformation, distribution and ex 
citation, 952,772 kilowatt 
ing lost in this manner. 


Of this 
were 
and the 


was 


hours he 
The remain 
ing 3,766,259 were sold to customers 


The Future of Gas 


Chicago, I]].—Burton L. Read says 
regarding the future of the artificial 
gas industrv: 

‘The tendency is for gas to give 
way for lighting purposes to a more 
convenient agent, while surviving 
strongly as a fuel. For cooking. wat 
er heating and to some extent house 
heating, the qualities of gas have not 
yet been equaled by electricity either 
in point of efficiency or economy. 
Specialists in the gas industry feel 
moderately sure of the future com 
mercial standing of their product and 
a fair degree of expansion with the 
growth of cities and neighboring 
communities, granted only that rate; 
and standards are made practicable. 
Pumping of gas through small mains 
to outlying suburbs and countrv dis 
trict is a possible field of growth, 
contingently on the capital available 
for it.” 


More Gas Wells 
Morris, Okla.—The Preston Oil 
Company, near Morris, Okla., drilled 
in their well No. 3 and the result 
was a flow of gas estimated at 29, 
000,000 ft. Two wells previously 
drilled sive this company, with her 
associates, 60,000,000 ft. of gas from 
the three wells. 
The Simplex Company brought in 
a gas well, near Huffman. Okla., at 
about the same time, estimated at 
15,000,000 ft. The Oklahema Nat 
ural Gas Company will pipe for this 
output from both companies. paying 
thousand feet at the 
wells, therefore making the 


10 cents per 
gas busi 
ness very active and paying. 


Hearing Scheduled for Oct. 24 

Charleston. W. Va 
the application of the United 
Gas Company to increase industrial 


llearing on 
Fuel 


nd domestic gas rates in Charles 
ton and fiftv-three other cities and 
towns in West Virginia, which was 
begun in September, will be con 
tinued by the public service com 


Mendav Oct. 24 


iss107 on 


Plan Unique Display 

Francisco, Cal Che Pacific 
Gas & Electric Company is going to 
have a very unusual exhibit at the 
industrial show, the details of which 
are being kept a deep secret 

\ large and unique display of 
some sort 1s fully expected, however, 
from a company which operates over 
fifty and water supply 
plants and serves over 250,000 per 
and 


San 


power, gas 
sons with gas, electricity, water 
steam. 

The Pacific Gas & Electric Com- 
pany is a California company, owned 
and operated by Californians. Its se 
curities are held by over 41,000 in- 
dividuals. 


Allison Retained by Gas 
Company 

Walter A. Allison, of Philadel 
phia, has been retained by the Cone 
w2go Company, of Hanover, 
Pa., to plan and supervise extensive 
alterations to it’s plant. 

These alterations and improve 
ments will include new water 
epparatus. purifiers, blowing plant 
exhauster, tar extractor and 
meter. 


(70S 


oye 
Qa 


station: 


Power Company Incorporated 

The Midwest Power Company has 
been incorporated to do a_ service 
business, etc. There are 10,000 
shares common, ro par value; 1, 
000,000 preferred, par $100. The 
officers are: President, D. A. Ley- 
land; treasurer, H. L.. Cochrane; 
clerk, C. L. Andrews. 


Gas Rate Reduced Ten Cents 

Boston, Mass.—The price of gas 
for Brockton, Mass., consumers has 
been reduced 10 cents, the new rate 
to become effective October 20. The 
Public Utilities Commission ap 
proved the proposal of the Brockton 
Gas Light Company to make the 
average price of gas $1.30. 
duction follows the hearine of the 
last Thursday on the f 


Mavor Roger Keith, of 


The re 


petition ot 


) 
] re ckton 


Maine Commission’s Views 

In commending the local 
stock bv utilities, the Maine Public 
Utilities Commission, in its 
nual report, just issued, 
the belief that in 
many 


sale ot 


ixth an 
eX] resses 
the case of verv 
companies it would be of 
creater advantage if there were more 
stock and fewer bonds or less float 
ing indebtedness outstanding. The 
importance of high credit, public 
good-will and an adequate return for 
service are also strongly emphasized. 





